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What is Contrast and Emphasis in Architecture?
Worksheet

Contrast is a design principle that pairs opposing visual qualities (color, texture, form, scale, light) to create visual

interest, while emphasis uses that contrast deliberately to highlight a focal point, such as an entrance or a key

architectural feature.

Questions

1. What does contrast create in architectural design?
A) Symmetry
B) Visual interest and focal points
C) Structural strength
D) Lower construction cost

2. Which pair best illustrates material contrast?
A) Two glass walls
B) Rough stone next to smooth glass
C) Two identical brick walls
D) Matching paint colors

3. What is the risk of using contrast everywhere in a design?
A) The building becomes too cheap
B) No single element stands out as a focal point
C) The structure becomes unstable
D) It violates building codes

4. The Louvre Pyramid is a classic example of what design principle?
A) Repetition
B) Contrast and emphasis
C) Rhythm
D) Balance only

5. How does the Louvre Pyramid use contrast to create emphasis?

6. How can a plain brick facade use contrast to mark an entrance?

7. How is contrast used to emphasize a fireplace in a living room?

8. Define: What is contrast in architectural design?

9. Define: What is emphasis?

10. Define: Name three types of architectural contrast.

Study this topic with an AI tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341
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Answer Key

1. B) Visual interest and focal points - Contrast highlights differences to create visual interest and draw attention
to key elements.

2. B) Rough stone next to smooth glass - Material contrast pairs opposing textures, like rough stone against
smooth glass.

3. B) No single element stands out as a focal point - Contrast must be selective - overusing it dilutes emphasis
and creates visual clutter.

4. B) Contrast and emphasis - Its glass-and-steel form contrasts sharply with the surrounding stone courtyard,
emphasizing the entrance.

5. The glass-and-steel pyramid is geometrically pure and transparent It sits inside a classical stone courtyard
with dense ornamentation The material and form contrast makes the pyramid the clear focal entrance

6. Keep the majority of the facade in matte brick Insert a single full-height glass bay at the entrance The glass
reflects light differently than brick, drawing the eye to the door

7. Paint the fireplace wall a dark charcoal color Keep surrounding walls white The value contrast makes the
fireplace wall the visual anchor of the room

8. Pairing opposing visual qualities - color, texture, scale, or form - to create visual interest and distinguish
elements.

9. Using contrast deliberately to draw the eye to a focal point, like a main entrance.

10. Color contrast, material/texture contrast, and scale contrast.

Bounlu
All cards, step-by-step solutions and an AI tutor are in the Notek app.

Promy turns exam dates into automatic reminders.

Study this topic with an AI tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341


