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What Is Institutional Building Design?

Worksheet

Institutional building design is the planning of civic and government buildings around public accessibility,
security/access control, durable low-maintenance materials, and civic identity, so the building serves the public
reliably for decades.

Questions

1. What is the main focus of institutional building design?

A) Only minimizing cost

B) Public access, security, durability, and civic identity together

C) Maximizing private office space

D) Avoiding accessibility requirements

2. Why does a courthouse use three separate circulation systems?

A) To reduce construction cost

B) To keep public, staff/judicial, and detainee paths from crossing

C) To simplify wayfinding

D) To add more square footage

3. Why do institutional buildings prioritize durable, low-maintenance materials?

A) They are always cheaper upfront

B) They must withstand decades of heavy public use with limited maintenance budgets
C) Building codes forbid other materials

D) They are only used for aesthetics

4. When renovating a historic institutional building for accessibility, what approach is preferred?

A) Demolish the historic facade entirely

B) Ignore accessibility codes to preserve history

C) Use reversible interventions that meet code without permanently altering historic fabric
D) Only add accessibility features on upper floors

5. A new courthouse must separate the public, staff, and detainees so their paths never cross. How is this
zoned?

6. A public library wants to remain welcoming while still controlling after-hours access to staff areas. What
design choices help?

7. A city hall renovation must meet current accessibility codes while preserving a historic facade. What
should the design include?

8. Define: What is institutional building design?
9. Define: Why is circulation often split into three systems in a courthouse?

10. Define: Why do institutional buildings favor durable, low-maintenance materials?
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Answer Key

1. B) Public access, security, durability, and civic identity together - It balances public accessibility, security,
durable materials, and civic identity.

2. B) To keep public, staff/judicial, and detainee paths from crossing - Separate circulation prevents contact
between the public, judiciary/staff, and detainees for safety.

3. B) They must withstand decades of heavy public use with limited maintenance budgets - Institutional buildings
need materials that hold up over decades of public use.

4. C) Use reversible interventions that meet code without permanently altering historic fabric - Reversible
interventions balance code compliance with historic preservation.

5. Create three independent circulation systems: public, staff/judicial, and secure/detainee Route detainees
directly from a secure sallyport to holding cells to courtrooms, no public contact Give judges private corridors and
elevators separate from public and jury circulation Place security screening at the single public entrance before
any public space

6. Use an open, transparent facade and lobby to signal public welcome Place staff offices and back-of-house
storage behind a badge-access boundary Design a single, clearly marked public entrance with self-service
after-hours book return Locate restrooms and community rooms so they're accessible without crossing staff
zones

7. Add a barrier-free entrance ramp or lift that respects the historic facade's proportions Widen interior doorways
and corridors to code-minimum clear widths where feasible Install accessible restrooms and an accessible route
to every public service counter Use reversible interventions so historic fabric isn't permanently altered

8. Planning civic/government buildings around public access, security, durability, and civic identity.
9. To keep public, staff/judicial, and detainee paths from ever crossing, for safety and order.

10. They must serve heavy public use for decades on constrained public maintenance budgets.
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