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What is Past Simple Used for in Complex
Narratives?
Worksheet

Past Simple in narratives describes completed past actions in chronological order, providing the
structural backbone for storytelling. Each past action chains to the next, building meaning and
momentum.

Questions

1. Which is the best narrative opening?

A) She is walking into the room.
B) She was walking into the room.
C) She walks into the room.

D) She walked into the room.

2. How do Past Simple actions work in narrative?

A) They happen all at once

B) They chain in chronological order, each advancing the plot
C) They describe permanent states

D) They show simultaneous actions

3. 'The door opened. He stepped inside. He saw the letter.' What does this show?

Three actions in chronological sequence
Permanent states
Future predictions

. Best use of Past Simple in narrative?

A) Describing habits from long ago
B) The main sequence of plot events
C) Permanent historical facts

D) Simultaneous background actions

5. Begin a narrative: 'She walked into the room, noticed the letter, and opened it.'

6. Build a story with complication: 'The door was locked. He searched for the key. He finally
found it in his pocket.'

7. Report a complex historical event: 'The army advanced, crossed the river, and established
camp before dawn.'

8. Define: Why is Past Simple essential for narratives?
9. Define: How do Past Simple actions link in narratives?

10. Define: Narrative example with Past Simple?
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Answer Key

1. D) She walked into the room. — Past Simple 'walked' is the standard narrative tense for telling
completed past events in sequence.

2. B) They chain in chronological order, each advancing the plot — Past Simple events link
sequentially: 'She arrived, sat down, and listened.' Each action completed, each following the
previous.

3. B) Three actions in chronological sequence — Three Past Simple verbs show a clear narrative
sequence—one action completed, then the next.

4. B) The main sequence of plot events — Past Simple excels at the main narrative—the sequence
of key events that drive the story forward.

5. Past Simple chains events: walked — noticed —» opened. Each action completed, each followed
by the next in sequence. This chronological structure is essential for coherent narrative.

6. Events flow in chronological order using Past Simple. Each sentence advances the plot: problem
- search - resolution. Past Simple gives the reader clear, linear understanding of what happened
when.

7. Three connected Past Simple actions form a narrative sequence. 'Advanced' - 'crossed' —»
'established' shows how one action enabled the next. Past Simple excels at depicting linked,
sequential historical events.

8. It describes completed actions in chronological order, providing the clear, linear structure
readers need to follow a complex story.

9. Each completed action triggers or leads to the next, creating cause-and-effect chains that drive
the plot forward.

10. 'She opened the letter, read the message, and gasped.' Three linked actions, each completed,
advancing the story.
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