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What is Unless vs If Not?

Worksheet

Unless introduces a condition by negating it—'I'll go unless it rains' means 'I'll go if it doesn't rain.'
Both can express the same meaning but follow different grammatical patterns.

Questions

1. 'You can't go unless you're 18.' What's the minimum age?
A) under 18

B) exactly 18

C) 18 or older

D) below 18

2. Which is most similar to 'unless'?
A) if

if so

if not

if ever

)
B)
Q)
D)
3. 'I'll leave unless you stop me.' When do | leave?
A) only if stopped

B) if not stopped

C) always
D) never

4. 'Unless stated otherwise' most closely means:
A) if stated again

B) if not stated differently

C) only if clear

D) or if needed

5. You can come unless you have homework. What does this mean?

6. I'll help unless you prefer to do it alone. Rewrite with 'if not.'

7. Unless otherwise stated, meetings are in Room 3. What happens by default?
8. Define: What does 'unless' mean?

9. Define: Unless you finish homework, you can't play.

10. Define: Can 'unless' and 'if not' always be swapped?

Study this topic with an Al tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341
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Answer Key

1. C) 18 or older — 'Unless you're 18' = 'if you are not 18.' Minimum is 18.

2. C) if not — 'Unless' = "if not.'

3. B) if not stopped — Unless (if not) stopped = | leave if you don't stop me.

4. B) if not stated differently — 'Unless stated otherwise' = 'if not stated otherwise.'

5. 'Unless you have homework' = 'if you don't have homework' So: You CAN come if you DON'T
have homework.

6. Original: I'll help unless you prefer to do it alone. With 'if not": I'll help if you don't prefer to do it
alone.

7. 'Unless otherwise stated' = 'if not otherwise stated' Default: All meetings are in Room 3.
8. Unless introduces a negative condition. It means 'if not.'
9. You can play if and only if you finish homework.

10. Usually yes, but word order and tone may differ. 'Unless' is often more formal.
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