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What are Complex Relative Clauses?

Worksheet

Complex relative clauses are adjective clauses with nested structures, often using relative
pronouns like dont, duquel, laquelle, and lequel to create multi-layer descriptions and add precise
detail to nouns.

Questions

1. Fill: La femme ____ je t'ai présentée ___ habite a Lyon.

A) qui, que

B) que, qui

C) dont, qui

D) a qui, dont

2. Identify the complex relative clause: Le professeur qu'on respecte a donné un cours
excellent.

A) No complex clause here, just simple relative

B) qu'on respecte is an embedded relative modifying professeur
C) There are two relative clauses nested

D) The subjunctive mood indicates complexity

3. Choose correct form: L'entreprise pour il a travaillé, a fermé I'année derniere.

A) laquelle, que
B) qui, laquelle
C) laquelle, laquelle
D) lequel, dont

4. Which relative pronoun introduces the most complex meaning layer?
A) qui (simple subject)

B) que (simple object)

C) dont (possession/relationship)

D) ou (location)

5. L'étudiante qui a remporté le prix dont tout le monde parlait a recu une bourse.

6. Le livre que j'ai acheté, dont I'auteur est célebre, était intéressant.

7. La maison dans laquelle j'ai grandi, laguelle est au bord de la mer, me manque beaucoup.
8. Define: Which relative pronoun means 'of which/whose'?

9. Define: Difference between 'que' and 'lequel'?

10. Define: Can you nest relative clauses?
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Answer Key

1. B) que, qui — Que (direct object: | presented her) + qui (subject: she lives).

2. B) qu'on respecte is an embedded relative modifying professeur — The clause 'qu'on respecte’
modifies 'le professeur' — it's simple, not complex (only one layer).

3. C) laquelle, laquelle — Laquelle (after preposition pour) + laquelle (restates antecedent for
clarity).

4. C) dont (possession/relationship) — Dont creates dependencies and layered relationships,
adding complexity.
5. Main noun: L'étudiante (the female student) First relative clause: qui a remporté le prix (who

won the prize) Nested relative clause: dont tout le monde parlait (that everyone was talking about)
The relative pronoun 'dont' refers back to 'le prix' within the first clause

6. Main noun: Le livre (the book) First relative clause: que j'ai acheté (that | bought) Nested
relative clause: dont I'auteur est célebre (whose author is famous) Here 'dont' refers to 'le livre'
and introduces possession within the clause

7. Main noun: La maison (the house) First relative clause: dans laquelle j'ai grandi (in which | grew
up) Nested relative clause: laquelle est au bord de la mer (which is by the sea) The form 'laquelle’
echoes and clarifies the antecedent

8. Dont — used for possession and relationships. L'homme dont j'ai parlé.

9. Que = direct object. Lequel = after prepositions. L'homme que j'ai vu vs I'homme auquel j'ai
parlé.

10. Yes. Each new relative pronoun introduces a new layer: I'étudiant qui a remporté le prix dont
tout le monde parlait.
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