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What is Double Negation & Litotes?
Worksheet

Double negation uses two negative markers (ne … pas/aucun/jamais) for emphasis in formal
French. Litotes is stylistic understatement (saying 'not bad' to mean 'good') common in literature.
Questions
1. Double negation example: Je ne ___ aucun problème.
A) ai
B) pas ai
C) ay pas
D) ne ai
2. Litotes: Ce n'est pas mauvais means…?
A) It is bad
B) It's not good
C) It's good
D) It's mediocre
3. Archaic 'ne' (no 'pas'): Il ne vient jamais. This is…?
A) Modern casual
B) Formal/literary negation
C) Wrong grammar
D) Incomplete
4. Can double negation appear in everyday speech?
A) Always
B) Never
C) Rarely, for emphasis
D) Only with aucun
5. Je ne fais pas aucun effort pour réussir.
6. Ce n'est pas mauvais. (Litotes)
7. Il n'y a guère de raison de douter. (Formal negation, archaic 'ne')
8. Define: What is double negation in French?
9. Define: Difference: 'pas de' vs. 'aucun'?
10. Define: What is litotes?

Study this topic with an AI tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341
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Answer Key
1. A) ai — ne + verb + aucun forms double negation. 'ne vois aucun' or 'n'ai aucun.'
2. C) It's good — Litotes: saying 'not bad' = it's good (understatement for effect).
3. B) Formal/literary negation — Literary contexts allow ne without pas: 'He never comes' with
elegant brevity.
4. C) Rarely, for emphasis — Modern spoken French avoids it; used formally or deliberately for
dramatic effect.
5. Subject: Je Double negation: ne ... pas aucun Verb: fais Meaning: I make no effort at all
(emphasis). OR: I do make some effort (double negative cancels, but formal usage treats it as
emphatic).
6. Literal: It is not bad. Litotes meaning: It is good! Context: Elegant understatement; used when
direct praise seems too emphatic.
7. Subject: Il Verbless negation: ne ... guère (barely/hardly) Common in literary/formal contexts:
There is hardly any reason to doubt. = There is no good reason to doubt.
8. Two negative markers (ne + pas/aucun/jamais) used together for emphasis in formal/literary
style.
9. pas de = general negation (some/any). aucun = absolute negation (not a single one).
10. Stylistic understatement: saying 'not bad' to mean 'good' or 'not difficult' to mean 'easy.'
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