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What is Article Usage in French?

Worksheet

Article usage in French reflects whether a noun is specific, general, countable, or uncountable.
Partitive articles (du, de la) express an unspecified quantity of a mass noun; definite articles
introduce previously mentioned or implied nouns.

Questions

1. 'l want ___ tea.' Correct French?
A) Je veux un thé

B) Je veux la thé

C) Je veux du thé

D) Je veux des thé

2. The sentence 'Les étudiants aiment étudier.' What does 'les' convey?
A) Some students

B) Students in general

C) Specific students we know

D) Many students

3. Which is correct for 'the teacher taught us'?

A) Une professeure nous a enseigné
B) La professeure nous a enseigné
C) Du professeur nous a enseigné
D) Des professeurs nous a enseigné

4.'l don't have __ pencils.' Correct French?

A) Je n'ai pas des crayons
B) Je n'ai pas de crayons
C) Je n'ai pas les crayons
D) Je n'ai pas un crayon

5. Choose: 'Donne-moi ___stylo/__ eau/____ chat que tu vois.' (un/une/du/de la/le/la)
6. Why 'J'aime la musique' not 'J'aime une musique'?

7. Fill: 'Peux-tu m'apporter _ beurreet _ fromage?' (du/de la/le/la)

8. Define: When do you use partitive articles?

9. Define: Definite vs. indefinite with professions?

10. Define: Why 'J'aime les chats' and not 'Je suis heureux de chats'?

Study this topic with an Al tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341
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Answer Key

C) Je veux du thé — 'thé' is uncountable (mass) — partitive 'du thé'.
B) Students in general — Definite article + plural = the category or general class.
B) La professeure nous a enseigné — Specific teacher we know — definite article 'la'.

B) Je n'ai pas de crayons — After negation, indefinite — 'de' only.
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. 'stylo' is countable, one item - 'un stylo'. 'eau’ is uncountable (mass) - 'de I'eau’'. 'chat' is
specmc just mentioned - 'le chat'. Answer: 'Donne-moi un stylo, de I'eau, et le chat que tu vois.'

6. 'musique’ is abstract/general, not a specific piece. Definite article for generality: 'la musique' =
music in general. If specific: 'J'aime une musique' = one specific song.

7. 'beurre' uncountable, unspecified amount - 'du beurre'. 'fromage' also uncountable - 'du
fromage'. Answer: 'Peux-tu m'apporter du beurre et du fromage?"

8. For uncountable/mass nouns (water, bread, sugar) to express an unspecified quantity: du pain
(some bread), de I'eau (some water).

9. Noun alone or with indefinite: 'Je suis professeur' (I'm a teacher). With definite only if modified:
'Je suis la professeure de mathématiques.'

10. 'Les chats' (def.) = cats in general; 'heureux de chats' is wrong. Say 'heureux d'avoir des chats'
(happy to have some cats).
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All cards, step-by-step solutions and an Al tutor are in the Notek app.
Promy turns exam dates into automatic reminders.

Study this topic with an Al tutor + Apple Pencil in Notek:
https://apps.apple.com/app/id6766946341



